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Way back in the 5th century, St. Augustine of Hippo 
was famous for having said to a congregation at the 
celebration of Mass, “Let us become more of what we 
celebrate here.”  What St. Augustine was talking about 
was the two types of Communion in our Catholic 
Church: Eucharistic Communion (the Body of Christ 
that we experience as Holy Communion at Mass) and 
“Ecclesial Communion” (the Body of Christ that we 
experience within and among the members of the 
Church).   This second type called Ecclesial Commu-
nion is something we have begun celebrating in more 
prominent ways in the life of St. Albert the Great.  In 
this issue of our Highlights Newsletter I hope you will 
enjoy reading about and seeing pictures of the many 
experiences of “Communion” within the parish.

Communion All Around ~ from the Pastor
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It’s no secret that St. Albert the Great Parish called her parish-
ioners to take up a Lenten practice this year of participating in 
a new faith-building process called “Church@Home: Friends 
Encountering Christ”. The opening event of this process was 
the preaching of Fr. Mark Hobson’s at all of the weekend Mass-
es on the theme of “encounter”; Fr. Estok followed up on that 
event the next weekend by encouraging everyone to sign up to 
participate in the “Church@Home” gatherings in Lent - and in 
the hundreds they did! Popping up around the parish territory 
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The most vivid experience of ecclesial communion is our “Church@
Home: Friends Encountering Christ” process of small group gath-
erings in the homes of our parishioners this Lent.   Appoximately 
600 parishioners met to reflect upon the Lenten Gospel and to en-
counter Christ in the “midst of them”.  THAT is Communion!

Our most vivid view of ecclesial communion is marriage and fam-
ily life. Our Catholic families who are preparing children for the 
Sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist are a beautiful example 
of deepening communion.   You can read about our “Families in 
Communion Retreat Evenings”.  THAT is Communion!  
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Building our Friendship with Christ 
through One Another: 
Catholic Education

Our 2016-17 school focus, taken from the Gospel of 
St. John, is “That All May be One: I have called you 
friends”!  It is a call for our school community to 
deepen the love of God in all that we do. More spe-
cifically we are encouraging our students and school 
community to grow this “Friendship in Christ” in 
the classroom, on the athletic field, in the Church, 
in the family, in the nation, and in the world around 
us.  Each month we recognize students who live out 
the Everyday Saint virtues of fidelity, compassion, 
justice, charity, kindness, responsibility, empathy, 
solidarity, and sympathy as recognized by their 
classroom teachers and classmates.  Those students 
demonstrate these values in a lived expression of 
friendship in Christ.

Our parish community is celebrating this encoun-
ter with Christ through friendship in the Church in 
our Lent 2017 “Church@Home” process, we in the 
school embrace Pope Francis’ invitation to encoun-
ter Christ in our neighbors, the friend, the stranger, 
and even the enemy.  Through Harvest for Hunger 

Renewing Our Communion

Over the past three years we have celebrated a great daylong ex-
perience of spiritual renewal called Renewing our Communion.  
The latest Women’s Renewal was held on March 4th and I had the 
privilege of serving on this year’s team. I attended the renewal last 
Lent and was impressed by the dedication, faith and friendship of 
the women who organized it. It inspired me to be a part of this 
year’s team and I was not disappointed. I worked with a group of 
women who I now consider friends and sisters in Christ...a new 
small group community.

Under Sr. Kate’s wise guidance, our team worked together to share 
our lives and our faith journeys; sometimes joyfully and sometimes 
through tears.

Continued on page 6
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St. Albert the Great “Faith in Action” 
Service in Solidarity

Our faith, as expressed in our parish mission statement, challenges 
us “to reach out to those in need with love and compassion.”  For 
most of us that involves stepping outside of our “comfort zone” and 
across the boundaries of our normal daily life.  The Social Teaching 
of our Catholic Church calls this love beyond our typical bound-
aries – solidarity.  Solidarity is the communion of hearts formed 
through service and it is a response to the commandment to love 
God and one’s neighbor as oneself.  Take a look at some recent ex-
periences of solidarity found through “faith in action” projects:

Boys Hope Girls Hope-St. Albert Hope

Boys Hope Girls Hope (BHGH) in Garfield Heights is a residen-
tial facility that helps academically capable and motivated children 
who are in need to meet their full potential and become men and 
women for others. Beginning last August, a team of volunteers 
completely renovating and refurbishing a home that will house 6 
student-scholars. At the celebration of the house blessing, the St. 
Albert volunteers inscribed “20+C+M+B 17” on the main door of 
the newly completed home.

On a mid-December weekend, 44 St. Albert adult and teen vol-
unteers provided some Christmas cheer for the 132 scholars of 
BHGH. Each BHGH family received gifts, a holiday brunch, and 
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Continued from Page 1 ~ “Communion All Around”

St. Albert teenagers, are you looking for a meaningful  
way to engage in Holy Week? Join us for Tenebrae!  

Our high school Tenebrae Experience takes place on            
Wednesday, April 12th from 7:30-9:30pm. We will meet            

for an introduction before joining the parish Tenebrae service.     
Following, we will venture off on a lighted prayer walk.             

Please contact Katie at knowak@saint-albert.org to sign up  

by Sunday, April 9th. Thank you!  

All parishioners are invited to place intentions in our   
Prayer Intention Jars located in the church!  

St. Albert the Great High School Youth Ministry  

Tenebrae 

Experience  

At this year’s renewal we were blessed with a group of 18 women who 
came in and, while they were not sure what to expect, the Lord was pow-
erful in their lives.  As was my experience the year before, the table lead-
ers, witnesses, and friendship among the women enabled all to come to 
the realization that everyone’s life story has something in common.  We 
learned anew that the only real solutions to our struggles in life comes 
through a real relationship with our God, a strong prayer life and the sup-
port we can give each other through our faith in the Church.

“After a day of prayer, faith sharing, Mass and wonderful fellowship shared 
around some delicious meals, I can say that I went home completely filled 
with the joy that only communion can bring.”     Charlene Nebozuk

Continued from Page 2 ~ “Renewing Our Communion”

We are celebrating the communion among 
us in our PSR ministry to junior high stu-
dents with new seasonal evenings of bible 
study/faith sharing.   Our Confirmation 
candidates are building up the commu-
nion within the family and with their 
sponsors in new family-centered forma-
tion events throughout the eighth grade 
year.  

Our school children are being encouraged 
to practice the virtues of the Communion 
of Saints in their daily lives at school.  Ev-
ery month our “Friends in Communion” 
breakfast recognizes the outstanding saint 
student from each class.

Our parish Communion Prayer, Parish 
Hymn (which we use every third week of 
the month), our Parish Friendship with St. 
Michael the Archangel, and our “Adopt-
a-Friend in Prayer” ministry are all just a 
few expressions of the deepening of Com-
munion here.   Friends of Christ encoun-
tering Jesus in the Sacraments and in their 
loving participation in the Church. THAT 
is Communion!                  ~Fr. Ed Estok

Joined in prayer
Service and friendship are outstanding 
and satisfying ways to enjoy fellowship 
with one another but because of our faith 
in Jesus Christ and his call to commu-
nion, praying for someone is a more per-
fect experience and expression of our call 
and need to be joined with an “other”. 

Our “Adopt a Friend in Prayer” ministry 
helped us to grow this spiritual commu-
nion through the prayer cards presented 
on the feast of Saint Albert the great No-
vember 15, 2016.  Each card offered 

Continued on page 5
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the yard signs have caught the eye of 
the community. Something is up at St. 
Albert the Great Parish! 

It is a first time attempt to gather as 
many parishioners as possible into 
small groups in their homes to build 
their faith in Christ alive in the love 
of neighbor. In each of the 90-minute 
gatherings they spend time in friend-
ly social discussion, then after prayer 
they listen to Scripture and the teach-
ing of our parish priests on a beauti-
fully produced DVD, and ultimately 
apply all these to their faith and lives as 
Catholics and members of the church. 

One of our hosts, John Royak, ex-
pressed it well after the first gather-
ing, “I have never felt so inspired and 
fulfilled than I did after our group’s 
conversation. I have always believed 
that every good conversation starts 
with good listening. Last night, all of 
the attendees came with open minds 
and hearts, ready to have a good con-
versation with God and one another. 
We had an amazing conversation. The 
honesty, the emotion, and the faith 
were overwhelming. The solid founda-
tion of friendship has been set and we 
are ready to build ourselves up to God. 
Truly the Holy Spirit was with us.”

Nearly 600 parishioners divided into 
70 host sites populated in the areas 
where our parishioners live. Postings 
on Facebook appeared, telling about 
the faith and friendship that were 
shared among the participants. Parish-
ioners were excited by the deepening 
of communion that transpired through 
simple and meaningful home-based 

gatherings. The Scripture citation of Lk 
19:5 publicized by the Church@Home 
signs became a reality for the many 
who stopped their busy-ness of life to 
encounter Christ through these get-to-
gethers with new and old friends: “Zac-
chaeus, come down from there. I must 
stay at your house today.”

Continued from Page 1 ~ “Church at Home: Friends Encountering Christ”

Families in Communion 

Several years ago, our parish parents asked the leadership of 
the Church for some help in the challenging task of sharing 
their faith with their kids, especially at the time of Sacraments.  
What they were asking for is what we call in church circles, 
intergenerational faith formation, which is simply the bringing 
together of parents and children with the assistance of Church 
leaders so parents and their children can engage in the life of 
the church by what we call faith sharing.  The parish staff and 
parish pastoral council responded to these parents’ desires and 
created new sacramental faith formation programs.  

The most delightful of these opportunities is the Families in 
Communion retreats.   Beginning in church a beautiful cer-
emony is celebrated, the “clothing with the brown scapular of 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel”.  Each parent clothes his/her child 

with a scapular (a miniature garment) handmade by a gener-
ous parishioner.  We ask our Lady of Mount Carmel to enfold 
these families in God’s love.  The retreat continues with a tour 
of the church conducted by our parish priests and catechists.  
The families then proceed to the parish hall where parents are 
encouraged to share their own First Communion memories 
with their children while enjoying a “feast” of their favorite 
bread.  The highlight activity of the retreat is the making of 
a First Communion banner.  These colorful banners bear the 

Continued on page 6
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Continued from Page 3 ~ “Joined in Prayer”

a simple way to pray for a particular person in our 
parish “by name” who is entering into a time of 
sacramental preparation or is engaged in active 
military service. The cards provide the first name 
of the individual along with a beautiful Catholic 
prayer that speaks to this special time of their life. 

Approximately 1300 of these “Adopt a Friend 
in Prayer” cards are already in circulation 
which is testimony to the spiritual commu-
nion that our parishioners want to extend for 
the sake of another. Stop by the parish office 
to pick one up, or find a card outside the ado-
ration chapel and at the votive candle prayer 
chapel to pray for the special intentions of 
others or for the sick of our parish. 

Continued from Page 2 ~ “St. Albert the Great Faith in Action, Service in Solidarity”

gift cards to purchase food or Christmas gifts.  In the words of Ed 
Plaspohl of BHGH, “The time, talent and treasures provided by St. 
Albert made this a Christmas to remember in so many ways.” 

Metanoia Project Courage to Change Graduation

The Greek term Metanoia means “turning around”.  The Metanoia 
Project at St. Malachi’s does just that for their Courage to Change 
program “graduates”.  Homeless persons learn the skills to gain em-
ployment and permanent housing. A 10 member SATG Feeding the 
Hungry team in collaboration with 15 volunteers from our “friend-
ship” parish, St. Michael the Archangel,   prepared and served a meal 
for the graduates, 150 meals in total! As both parishes served togeth-
er side by side, an example of solidarity in action was duly noted by 
Megan Crow, Director of Metanoia.  She said, “You all have such 
generous hearts, it is my pleasure to watch you two parishes come 
together for this higher purpose.”

L’Arche of Cleveland

L’Arche is a Catholic agency that provides housing for persons with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities in the Cleveland area.  The 
director, April Boone, reached out to St. Albert for help in cleaning 
and renovating some newly acquired office space in a vacant con-
vent in Bedford.  20 SATG volunteers answered the call and did some 
great work!  Many rooms were cleaned top to bottom, in addition 
to some light demolition. The morning’s work culminated in prayer 
led by April, in which she said, “I thank the Holy Spirit for joining 
our hearts together on this day.”  Solidarity, Communion of hearts 
formed through Service!

Interested in participating in projects like these? contact 
Denise Bobulsky dbobulsky@saint-albert.org •  440/237-6760
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Food Drive, Mission Boxes, and other ways we are 
reaching out to those in need.  We are engaged in 
a spiritual encounter with Christ through prayer: 
weekly Stations of the Cross, Gospel Reflections, and 
Lenten prayers.  The eighth graders are busy prepar-
ing for our annual school-wide retreat which they 
lead on Holy Thursday. 

As we begin our rapidly approaching conclusion to 
this 2016-2017 school year we have much to cele-
brate.  Our student academic teams have progressed 
to regional and state levels including our Geography 
Bee, Power of the Pen, Classroom of Champions, 
and Science Fair to name a few.  Our Junior Varsity 
and Varsity Cheerleaders held first and second place 
positions in the local CYO competitions.  Our front 
office counter became a showcase for multiple bas-
ketball trophies from the various teams this winter 
season.  Our STEM (science, technology, engineer-
ing, math) lab has continued to provide an incredible 
learning experience for students, providing a three 
dimensional encounter with physical and life science 
concepts.  The faculty members across all levels have 
enhanced their knowledge through professional de-
velopment in literacy, project based learning, and 
Catholicism, encouraging life-long learning.  

As we draw closer to the renewing power of Christ’s 
resurrection this Easter, may we engage more fully 
in this call to encounter Christ in our friendship in 
the church and world.  Recognizing that Lent is the 
favorable season for renewing our encounter with 
Christ, living in His word, and in communion with 
our neighbor.

Continued from Page 2 ~ “Building our Friendship with Christ 
through One Another: Catholic Education”

child’s baptismal name and some symbols (that were discovered 
during the tour of the church) that have personal significance to the 
family. Many parents, upon leaving the Families in Communion Re-
treat tell me, “Sister, thank you so much. This was a great experience 
of faith and family.” Please hold these families in your prayers as the 
celebration of First Holy Communion draws near. 

Holy Week

When we set out on a journey, 
we set out with a destination in 
mind.  These days of Lent have 
been a journey for us and now, 
as we draw closer to the end, 
where are we going?  The ulti-
mate destination is Easter but I’d 
like to highlight four important 
stops along the way.

The first occurs on Wednesday 
evening of Holy Week - Tene-
brae.  Tenebrae, the Latin word 
for darkness or shadows, is a 
beautiful service of Scripture 
and music in which we are in-
vited to reflect upon the Pas-
sion of Jesus.  As readings are 
proclaimed, candles are extin-
guished until the Church is in 
total darkness, signifying the 
laying of Christ in the tomb.  

The next day, Holy Thursday, 
Lent officially concludes and 
we enter into the Easter Tridu-
um celebrating the Mass of the 
Lord’s Supper.  On this night we 
celebrate the institution of the 
Priesthood, the institution of 
the Eucharist, and Jesus’ com-
mand of charity which we see 
portrayed in a very real way 
in the Washing of Feet.  Mass 
concludes with a transfer of the 

Eucharist to a special altar of re-
pose where we spend some time 
in silent prayer with our Lord.

On Good Friday we gather in 
silence as we remember our 
Lord’s Passion and death on the 
Cross.  The Good Friday Litur-
gy (it’s not a Mass) includes the 
reading of Jesus’ Passion and 
the opportunity to venerate the 
Cross with a kiss, a touch, or a 
genuflection, thanking God for 
the great gift of his sacrifice on 
Calvary.

On Holy Saturday, many peo-
ple will bring their Easter food 
to Church for the traditional 
Blessing of Food.  After dark, we 
gather around a blazing fire to 
begin the celebration of the Eas-
ter Vigil.  Through the readings 
at this Mass we recall the story 
of salvation and celebrate with 
those in our RCIA as they join 
the Catholic Church through 
the Sacraments of Baptism, 
Confirmation, and Eucharist.

I invite you and your family to 
join us for all of these celebra-
tions.  They are beautiful Litur-
gies and wonderful ways for us 
to fully celebrate the great So-
lemnity of Easter.  See you there.

Continued from Page 4 ~ “Families inCommunion”



Forgiveness and blessings await us 
through The Divine Mercy

“Tell aching mankind 
to snuggle close to My 
merciful Heart. I am Love 
and Mercy itself ” (Diary 
of Saint Maria Faustina 
Kowalska, 1074). 

Saint Faustina was beati-
fied by Pope John Paul II 
in 1993, as an outstanding 
example of a Catholic 
mystic and visionary.  As a 
visionary she understood 
our Lord to tell her “My 
beloved daughter, write 
down these words ... Tell 
the world about My mercy 
and My love” (1074). 

What the writings of St. Faustina have encouraged and 
accomplished in the Church is 

     • the designation by Pope John Paul II of Divine Mercy 
       Sunday as the first Sunday after Easter, 
 
     • the veneration the very popular Image of Divine Mercy 
       with its inscription “Jesus I trust in You,” 
 
     • the recitation of the chaplet or Novena to Divine 
       Mercy typically recited at the Hour of Great Mercy, 
       3 o’clock pm. 

Divine Mercy Sunday, this year will be celebrated at St. Al-
bert the Great on the weekend of April 23rd with the Sac-
rament of the Anointing of the Sick at all weekend Masses 
and the chanted recitation of the Divine Mercy Chaplet 
with Exposition and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 
at 3:00pm on Sunday the 23rd. 

“The King of Mercy wants to bestow graces upon souls.”  

During prayer, Saint Faustina heard the Lord’s words with-
in her, I desire that the first Sunday after Easter be the Feast 
of Mercy (299).  The image of Saint Faustina can be seen in 
the stained glass window of our Adoration Chapel.

The Image of the Divine Mercy, resulted from our 
Lord’s instruction to Saint Faustina to have the paint-
ing commissioned. The pale ray stands for Water which 
makes souls righteous; the red ray stands for the blood 
which is the life of souls …shielding souls from the 
wrath of my Father (299).
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Upcoming Events

April

• 2nd – First Communion Family Retreat
• 4th – Lenten Communal Penance Service – 7:00pm 
• 4th – Communal Penance Service – 7:00pm
• 7th – 1st Grade Stations of the Cross – 6:30pm
• 7th – Last Fish Fry for this Lenten Season – 4:00-7:30pm
• April 8th – Sacrament of Reconciliation  9:00-11:00am
• 30th – Health and Wellness Fair – following 8:00am, 9:30am, 
               and 11:00am Masses

May

• 5th – Confirmation – 7:00pm
• 7th – Family-Style First Communion – 12:30pm
• 13th – First Holy Communion 10:00am (PSR) 1:00pm 
   (Day School)
• 14th – Second Holy Communion (all Masses)
• 18th – Parish Youth Choir Play – 7:00pm
• 21st – St. Albert the Great Day School Baccalaureate Mass –   
   9:30am

June

• 1st – 8th Grade St. Albert the Great Day School Graduation
• 5th – St. Albert the Great Kindergarten Graduation – 7:00pm
• 9th – Altar Server Picnic – 6:00pm
• 11th – Parish Family Festival – 1:30-8:30pm

Monthly events:
• Third Thursday Theology with Fr. Estok

•  Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW) - Weekly on Sundays 
    at the 9:30am Mass

 • Wedding Anniversary Blessing - First  Sunday of the month at 
    every Mass

• Welcome Registration Second Sunday of  the month after the 
   11:00am Mass (Changed to third Sunday in May)

• Communion Sunday: Third Sunday of the month Donuts after 
   8:00, 9:30, and 11:00am

• North Royalton Community Meal -  Last Sunday of the month 
   3:00-5:00pm



Weekly Mass Schedule 

Saturday Vigil
4:00pm and 5:30pm

Sunday
8:00am, 9:30am 11:00am, 
12:30pm, and 6:00pm

Weekdays
6:45am and 8:15am
Saturday Morning 8:15am

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday
3:00 - 4:00pm and 5:00 - 5:30pm 
Every  Sunday – 10:30am
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Holy Week
April 12 - Tenebrae Service: 8:00pm in the Church
April 13 - Holy Thursday Mass of our Lord’s Supper: 7:00pm 
April 14 - Good Friday Passion of our Lord: 3:00pm
April 15 - Holy Saturday Blessing of the Food: 10:00am and 11:00am

Easter Mass Schedule
April 15 - Easter Vigil 8:45pm
April 16 - Easter Sunday 8:00am, 9:30am (Church and Hall)
                    11:00am (Church and Hall) and 12:30pm


